Bridge Away 2018 Program
Below are the Bridge Away bridge holidays for 2018. If you would like to go on the priority list to receive a brochure
for any of these holidays please phone (02) 9979 9099 or email admin@bridgeaway.com.au.
Tasmania Bridge Holiday
with John Roberts
16 to 23 January 2018

This wonderful holiday to south-east Tasmania takes you
to some of the most scenic locations in Hobart, on Bruny
Island and on the Tasman Peninsula. We will stay in first-class
accommodation, indulge in gourmet experiences and take
some fascinating tours. The holiday also includes an enjoyable
program of bridge lessons and duplicate sessions.

While in Hobart we will enjoy a cruise up the Derwent River to
visit the exciting MONA (Museum of Old and New Art) and a
full-day trip to Bruny Island to see its spectacular scenery and
savour delicious local produce.
We travel to the Tasman Peninsula for two nights at Stewarts
Bay Lodge with accommodation in well-appointed cabins set
in tranquil bushland. We will see some great coastal views, visit
a lavender farm in full bloom and have a guided tour of the
World Heritage listed Port Arthur Historic Site.

The holiday commences with five nights in Hobart at the Henry
Jones Art Hotel, a multi-award-winning five-star hotel built
within a row of historic waterfront warehouses dating from the
1820s. The hotel is surrounded by cafés, restaurants, galleries
and antique shops. A short walk away is central Hobart with its
elegant colonial architecture. Also nearby are Salamanca Place
and Battery Point with restaurants, bars, historic houses and
churches.

On our way back to Hobart we will stop at Richmond, famous
for its convict-built bridge, churches and historic Georgian
buildings. Our holiday concludes with a winetasting and lunch
at Frogmore Creek Wines in the Coal River Valley.

HOLIDAY COSTS AND INCLUSIONS
♦ Breakfast and lunch each day; two dinners at Stewarts Bay
Lodge.
♣ A comprehensive bridge program with duplicate bridge each
day and two bridge lessons.
♠ Activities and tours to complement the bridge program,
including a Derwent River cruise to MONA, a Bruny Island
tour, a tour of the Tasman Peninsula with lunch at the Port
Arthur Lavender Farm, a guided tour of Port Arthur Historic
Site and a visit to historic Richmond.

The bridge holiday prices are $3195 per person for double and

twin bookings. The single supplement is $925.
Holiday prices include:
♠ Group airfares with Jetstar from Sydney to Hobart on 16
January 2018 and with Virgin Australia from Hobart to Sydney
on 23 January 2018. Transfers in Hobart to meet these flights.
Flight costs from other cities will be advised when booking.
♥ Five nights at the Henry Jones Art Hotel and two nights at
Stewarts Bay Lodge.
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Spice Islands Bridge Cruise
with John Roberts

9 to 25 April 2018
With its uncrowded six-star ships and exceptional service,
Seabourn is consistently regarded by travel magazines as the
world’s best small ship cruise line. Seabourn Sojourn has just
two hundred and twenty five elegant suites, all with ensuites
with separate bath and shower, minibars stocked with your
beverage preferences, and luxury amenities including personalised stationery. The ship's facilities include four restaurants
with open seating, six bars, a luxurious spa, a nine-hole putting green and two swimming pools. While on board you will
enjoy complimentary beverages in all bars and restaurants .
This holiday also features a comprehensive program of bridge
sessions and intermediate lessons designed to complement
the shore excursions offered by Seabourn Sojourn.

With destinations usually only found on expedition cruises,
this bridge holiday on the luxurious Seabourn Sojourn has a
fascinating itinerary.
We have one night in Darwin before boarding the ship to
sail to the remote Spice Islands of Bandaneira, Ambon and
Ternate. We cross the Celebes Sea to Palawan Island where
you can see the Puerto Princesa Underground River, one of
the world's New Seven Wonders of Nature. We visit Coron in
the Calamian Archipelago with its dramatic karst cliffs and
hidden lagoons, before stopping at Boracay Island with its
white-sand beaches, and voted the Best Island in the World in
the 2017 Condé Nast Traveler Readers' Choice Awards. After a
visit to bustling Manila we disembark in exciting Hong Kong.

Cruise prices *
* Please note that prices are capacity controlled and are subject to change without notice.
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Veranda
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Twin/double

$6299

$6499

$6699

$7299

Single
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$10830
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$7799
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$9499

$12999
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Inclusions

Extras

♠ Fourteen nights on the Seabourn Sojourn. The cruise fares
include all meals, fine wines and spirits throughout the ship
and all shipboard gratuities.

♠ Airfares are an extra cost. Our Qantas booking for Sydney
to Darwin on 9 April is $354 Economy and $1180 Business
Class. Our Qantas booking for Hong Kong to Sydney on 24
April is $701 Economy and $3360 Business Class.

♥ A comprehensive bridge program with bridge sessions
most days and five fascinating bridge lessons.

♥ Pre-cruise hotel accommodation on 9 April in Darwin is an
extra cost. Our booking in one-bedroom suites at the Adina
Apartment Hotel Darwin Waterfront is $150 per person for
double and twin bookings and $280 for a single booking.

♦ A Deluxe Hong Kong Island Tour with dim sum lunch.
♣ Transfers to and from the ship in Darwin and Hong Kong.

♠ 16 to 23 January – Tasmania Bridge Holiday
This holiday features five nights at the waterfront Henry Jones Art Hotel in Hobart and two nights at
Stewarts Bay Lodge on the Tasman Peninsula. Highlights include a cruise to visit the exciting MONA,
a gourmet day trip to Bruny Island and a tour of historic Port Arthur. There is a comprehensive
bridge program with lessons and duplicates to complement the tour program.
♥ 9 to 25 April – Spice Islands Bridge Cruise
We join the luxury Seabourn Sojourn in Darwin to sail to the remote Spice Islands of Bandaneira,
Ambon and Ternate. Our cruise continues to Palawan to see the Puerto Princesa Underground River,
one of the world’s New Seven Wonders of Nature; Coron with its dramatic karst cliffs; and famous
Boracay Island with its white-sand beach. Our final port is exciting Hong Kong.
♦ 30 April to 6 May – Noosa Bridge Holiday
This is always our most popular bridge holiday and rightly so with an exciting bridge program,
gourmet food and a luxury hotel. The Sofitel Noosa Pacific Resort is wonderfully positioned with
the Noosa River on one side and the beach on beautiful Laguna Bay on the other side. Just outside
the door in cosmopolitan Hastings Street you will find excellent restaurants, galleries and boutiques.
♣ 26 to 29 June – Bannisters Bridge Holiday
Bannisters by the Sea at Mollymook is the ideal location for a bridge holiday with its glorious views,
stylish rooms, trendy café and lounge bar, stunning infinity pool, luxurious spa and, of course, Rick
Stein at Bannisters restaurant featuring the best South Coast seafood. It is a short drive to Ulladulla
with its picturesque boat harbour and to historic Milton with its cafés, galleries and boutiques.
♣ 9 to 16 July – Port Douglas Bridge Holiday
We return to tropical Port Douglas with its galleries, boutiques and restaurants for a fabulous week
at the luxurious Sheraton Grand Mirage Resort. The hotel is situated on 130 hectares of tropical
gardens beside Four Mile Beach. The holiday includes a final-evening rainforest dining experience at
the renowned Nautilus Restaurant.

Sri Lanka
Bridge Tour
with John Roberts
Thursday 16 August to
Saturday 1 September 2018
Few places in the world offer such a remarkable combination of
scenic beauty, extraordinary historical sites and wildlife
experiences within such a small area as Sri Lanka. There are
pristine tropical beaches, lush tea plantations, fragrant spice
gardens, colonial forts, World Heritage listed ruins of ancient
cities and fortresses, and national parks with leopards,
monkeys, buffalos and herds of wild elephants. This will be a
memorable journey combining modern comfort and traditional
Eastern culture in a country largely undeveloped but now
enjoying a golden period after the end of a long civil war.
The holiday is over seventeen days with a relaxed pace and a
balance of tours, culinary experiences and bridge sessions. The
bridge program has been organised to complement the tour
program and includes bridge sessions most days as well as five
fascinating intermediate lessons.

HOLIDAY COSTS, INCLUSIONS AND HIGHLIGHTS
The bridge holiday prices without airfares are $6970 per person
twin or double and $8950 single. Airfare costs with Singapore
Airlines are from $1305 Economy Class and $7241 Business
Class. The Sri Lanka Bridge Tour includes all
accommodation, meals, tours and gratuities. Some of this
holiday’s special highlights are:
❖ A professional cooking class and lunch with chef Mohara
Dole who will introduce you to the flavours of Sri Lanka.
❖ A spectacular flight by chartered helicopter to
Anuradhapura, the grandest city of ancient Ceylon with
statues and ruins dating from the 4th century BC.
❖ Tours in Sri Lanka’s Cultural Triangle to Sigiriya, the ‘Lion
Rock’, a 5th century fortress; to the 11th-century
Polonnaruwa with its palace, temples and immense carved
rock Buddha statues; and to Dambulla Golden Temple, a
cave temple dating from the 1st century BC with over 2000
square feet of painted walls and ceilings.
❖ A special Sri Lankan lunch at a coconut plantation
followed by a tour of a spice garden and a visit to the studio
of celebrated batik artist Ena da Silva.

We will be staying in some wonderful hotels chosen for their
historical interest and diversity as well as location and comfort.
All are four or five-star boutique hotels, resorts or historical
hotels. They include the Wallawwa, a beautiful colonial manor
house set in one of the finest private gardens in Sri Lanka; the
award-winning eco-friendly Heritance Kandalama in Sri
Lanka’s Cultural Triangle, built into a mountainside and
covered by vegetation to merge with the surrounding jungle;
the Heritance Tea Factory, converted from a real tea factory
built in the days of the British Raj; Jetwing Yala, a new luxury
hotel situated just outside Yala National Park, Sri Lanka’s most
famous wildlife sanctuary; Aman Resorts’ two remarkable Sri
Lankan properties, Amanwella on the beach at beautiful
Tangalle and Amangalla within the walls of historic Galle Fort;
and the Kingsbury Hotel situated on the oceanfront in the
centre of Colombo.

❖ A tour in Kandy including a visit to the Temple of the
Tooth and the famous Botanic Gardens.
❖ A night at the Kandy Esala Perahera, the most spectacular
festival in Asia with its parade of dancers, drummers, flame
throwers and costumed elephants.
❖ A scenic train journey from Kandy to the hill country
travelling in the Viceroy Special, a colonial-style carriage.
❖ The chance to pluck your own tea from the tea fields of
Nuwara Eliya (with the help of a professional tea plucker).
❖ Jeep safaris in Yala National Park famous for its leopards,
sambar deer, monkeys, sloth bears and herds of elephants.
❖ Accommodation in the south of Sri Lanka at Amanwella
and Amangalla. Aman Resorts is regarded as the world’s
best hotel group with small hotels set in beautiful locations
and featuring outstanding facilities and service.
❖ A concierge’s tour of the majestic Dutch fort in Galle with
its heritage buildings, museums, boutiques and galleries.
❖
A tour of Lunuganga, famous architect Geoffrey Bawa’s
estate, and lunch in Colombo at the Gallery Café, a colonial
bungalow that used to be Geoffrey Bawa’s office.

♠ $995 twin or double, $1350 single
♥ Three nights at the Anchorage
♦ Includes breakfasts and dinners
♣ Seven bridge sessions and two lessons

Margaret River
AND ROTTNEST ISLAND
BridGe Holiday
With John Roberts
23 to 31 OCTOBER 2018
This bridge holiday takes you to the scenic Margaret River
region with its pristine beaches, dramatic coastline, tall-treed
forests, world-class wineries and gourmet restaurants.
We will stay for six nights at Cape Lodge, a five-star boutique
hotel situated within 40 acres of parkland, vineyards, gardens
and lakes. Cape Lodge is a member of the prestigious Luxury
Lodges of Australia and has featured in Condé Nast Traveller’s
Gold List as one of the World’s Top 100 Hotels.
Cape Lodge’s spacious rooms are spread throughout the hotel’s
gardens and have tranquil views overlooking a private lake. The
multi-award winning Cape Lodge Restaurant, with executive
chef Michael Elfwing, will provide dinner each evening. The
restaurant has an extensive wine cellar including fine
Sauvignon Blanc and Shiraz from Cape Lodge’s own vineyard.

The holiday includes four half-day tours and one full-day tour.
We will enjoy winetastings at some of the district’s most
famous wineries as well as at some boutique wineries. We have
private tastings and lunches at two of Margaret River’s best
winery restaurants, Wills Domain and Leeuwin Estate. Tours
will include a visit to historic Ellensbrook, a National Trust
property; a tour and morning tea at the beautiful Secret Garden;
a visit to spectacular Mammoth Cave; lunch and a tour at Cape
Leeuwin Lighthouse, where the Indian Ocean meets the
Southern Ocean; a visit to Vasse Virgin, maker of extra virgin
olive oil based beauty and food products; and a tour with
tastings at gourmet chocolate maker, Gabriel Chocolate.
The bridge program includes a duplicate bridge session each
day and two intermediate lessons. The bridge sessions and
lessons will complement the tour program.

Holiday prices per person
Double or twin bookings with accommodation
in a Lake View Suite

$4995

Single bookings with accommodation in a
Garden View Room

$5675

Holiday inclusions
❖ Group Qantas Economy airfares for flights from Sydney to
Perth and Perth to Sydney. If you are providing your own
airfares please subtract $543 from the holiday prices.
❖ Six nights luxury accommodation at Cape Lodge with
breakfast each day.
❖ Transfers from Perth to Margaret River and Margaret
River to Perth to meet the group flights.
❖ All meals including lunch at Mandurah when travelling
from Perth to Margaret River; two lunches and six dinners
at Cape Lodge; one lunch at Wills Domain; one lunch at
Leeuwin Lighthouse Café; and one lunch at Leeuwin
Estate.

❖ An extensive tour program with four half-day coach tours
and one full-day coach tour. All entry fees, guide fees and
gratuities while on tour are included.
❖ Winetastings at a number of vineyards including Wills
Domain, Knee Deep Wines, Peacetree Estate, Leeuwin
Estate, Swallows Welcome and House of Cards.
❖ A bridge program suitable for players of all standards. The
bridge program is designed to complement the tour
program and includes six duplicate bridge sessions and
two fascinating intermediate lessons. Masterpoints will be
awarded in the duplicates.

♠ $1295 twin or double, $1850 single
♥ Lilianfels five-star resort & spa
♦ All breakfasts & gourmet dinners
♣ Six bridge sessions & two lessons

♠ 16 August to 1 September – Sri Lanka Bridge Tour
Few places in the world offer such a remarkable combination of scenic beauty, historical sites and
wildlife experiences within such a small area as Sri Lanka. This luxury small-group tour takes you
to World-Heritage-listed ruins of ancient cities and fortresses, lush tea plantations, colonial forts,
fragrant spice gardens, pristine tropical beaches and national parks with herds of wild elephants.
♥ 18 to 21 September – Port Stephens Bridge Holiday
Just a few hours drive north of Sydney, beautiful Port Stephens has sparkling waterways and glorious
beaches set around national parks. We stay at the Anchorage, wonderfully positioned right on the
waterfront at Corlette, and looking terrific with newly decorated rooms in coastal Hamptons style.
The bridge room overlooks the hotel’s marina where dolphins often gather.
♦ 23 to 31 October – Margaret River and Rottnest Island Bridge Holiday
The holiday commences with five nights at Cape Lodge in Margaret River, a five-star boutique hotel
set on one hundred hectares of parkland, vineyards, gardens and lakes. The hotel is renowned for
its impeccable service and superb restaurant. We then have three nights at the Hotel Rottnest on
beautiful Rottnest Island. The holiday includes all meals, tours and a comprehensive bridge program.
♦ 13 to 16 November – Blue Mountains Bridge Holiday
Lilianfels is an elegant European-style country hotel perfectly situated by the Three Sisters and set on
two hectares of beautiful English gardens. The hotel’s wonderful facilities include stunning indoor
and outdoor heated swimming pools, a luxurious spa and beautiful bedrooms. The holiday features
dinners at three superb restaurants, including the one-hat Darley’s Restaurant.

